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office, so that he might devote all his energies to converting
others. Free Tradeis opposed him bitterly, declaring that
while tariffs might help the " protected " industries, it was
at the expense of our export trade, and that the colonies did
not offer us large enough markets. They held that tariff
" arrangements " would lead to " tariff wars ", and embitter
both colonial and international relations.
Chamberlain failed to convert the country to his policy,
and the General Election of 1906 saw a " landslide " in
favour of the Liberals, who returned to power with the
largest majority hitherto gained by any partye
Lord Salisbury, who had been Prime Minister during the
period of Unionist government (which with very brief sails-
intervals had lasted from 1886 to 1906), was a great contrast bury
to Chamberlain. He was a member of the Cecil family,
descended from Queen Elizabeth's minister, and was a
learned man with a gift for writing. He lacked Chamber-
lain's remarkable gift for making friends, and was rather a
solitary individual, with a sharp biting mode of speech. He
had always been of an independent turn of mind (he once
said he was an Ishmacl, his hand against every man and
every man's hand against his), but he showed his great gifts
in two directions. He was a great party leader, keeping
together the sections which formed his composite party.
And he was deeply interested in foreign affairs; the policy
he followed was important because of the extraordinary
changes now taking place on the Continent.
Salisbury had begun his training in foreign affairs long
before, when in 1878 he had gone with Beaconsfield to the Foreign
Congress of Berlin.    There he had been impressed, as all Egypt1
were, by Bismarck, and Salisbury retained an admiration
for Germany and a belief in her declaration that she was
a satisfied power and needed no further expansion.    To
Salisbury, France seemed the Power which threatened most
trouble, and it began over Egypt.    After the crushing of
Arabi's rebellion, Great Britain had decided that she must
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